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the egg ? Must there not be organising architects to direct the multitude of mosaic fragments ? He rightly adduces in support of his thesis the processes of regeneration. The Aristotelian statement that the whole is prior to the parts, still holds good, he says, to-day.
Organisms are controlled by a faculty of self-formation, and animals have also a similar power of movement. It is closely connected with the presence of certain material combinations, which it has ordered and controls ; it distributes itself among them, and when two or more such material groups unite, then the centres of activity also unite into one.
Here we see how some of the ideas of the old Vitalism are once again timidly appearing.
That Hanstein should subject the theory of Natural Selection to the sharpest criticism was only to be expected; but the man who, though not remarkable as an experimenter, must be regarded as the really classic critic of Darwinism is Albert Wigand. Wigand was not so easily forgiven for his criticism and for his assertion really a very timid one, of vital autonomy.
I can myself bear witness that even so late as the end of the eighties it was hardly considered respectable to speak of WigandJs great Critique1 in any but the most disparaging terms, or to regard the man as other than an utter idiot.
We have here as little concern with Wigand's critical work as we have with criticism of Darwinism in general. We have to do with the positive element
1 Darwinisms und die Naturforschung Newtons und Cuviers, 3 vols., Braunschweig, 1874-7. See particularly vol. ii. chapter 3.